God Reconciling the World unto Himself

A Survey of the Bible

Part Two: The Mosaic Age

Lesson Seventeen: The Prophet Isaiah
Texts: Isaiah 1:1-4; 6:1-10; 7:3-9; 21:6-9; 37:1-7; 37:33-38; 39:1-6; 44:28-45:2 [image: image1.jpg]


   
W
e learned in our last lesson that during the days of king Ahaz, God sent the prophet Isaiah to warn him about that Israel would soon fall (Isaiah 7:8). One of the largest prophetic books of Old Testament was written by this courageous servant of God. It begins the final section of Old Testament literature, comprised of books of prophecy.    


Isaiah prophesied in Judah during the reigns of four kings: Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah (Isaiah 1:1). According to rabbinical tradition, Isaiah was a member of the royal family, whose father Amoz was the brother of king Amaziah and was sawn in two by wicked king Manasseh (cf. Heb. 11:37).  Scripture makes it clear that Isaiah had open access to the kings of Judah. God used Isaiah to reveal many things to His people.

When Uzziah died, God revealed to Isaiah a vision of the throne of God with His robe filling the temple. Isaiah, in humility confessed, “Woe is me, for I am undone!  Because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips” (Isaiah 6:5). An angel then touched a coal to his lips and God declared, “Your iniquity is taken away” (6:7). God then declared, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for Us?” (6:8a).  Isaiah then declared, “Here am I! Send me” (6:8b).

During the reign of Ahaz, Israel and Syria came against Judah. In spite of his wickedness, God revealed to Ahaz that their efforts would not succeed. He revealed to Isaiah, “within sixty-five years Ephraim will be broken, so that it will not be a people” (7:8b). This happened exactly as God foretold. Israel, was destroyed and taken away by Assyria!  God gave this warning to Judah, to encourage them to be faithful. Sadly they failed to listen to God. It is important to hear the lessons that God teaches through the examples of the past.

In the fourteenth year of the reign of Hezekiah, Sennacherib, the king of Assyria besieged Jerusalem. God sent Isaiah to assure Hezekiah that God would deliver them. He declared, “surely I will send a spirit upon him and he shall hear a rumor and return to his own land, and I will cause him to fall in his own land” (37:7).  God promised, “he shall not come into the city, nor shoot an arrow there” (37:33). God sent his angel through the Assyrian camp and 185, 000 Assyrians were killed in the night (37:36). Sennacherib returned to Nineveh where two Assyrians killed him in his own pagan temple.

God revealed to Isaiah some amazing facts about what would happen after him, which serve as a profound evidence of Divine revelation. Although Babylon was a weak power in his day, Hezekiah was told, “Behold the days are coming when all that is in your house, and what your fathers have accumulated until this day shall be carried to Babylon” (39:6). This happened just as God said, but He also revealed that Babylon would fall (21:6-9).  God revealed  to Isaiah, hundreds of years before it happened the very name of Cyrus, the Persian king that would conquer Babylon (44:28-45:2).
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	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
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	17
	Job 17-18
	Job 19-20
	Job 21-22
	Job 23-24
	Job 25-26
	Job 27-28
	Job 29-30


Study Questions
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1.  What does Hebrews 11:37 refer to which may relate to rabbinical tradition about Isaiah’s death?   
 

2.  In Isaiah’s vision of God’s throne and the temple, what two things filled the temple (6:1-4)?
  

3.  What did Isaiah say that he saw which left him “undone” (6:5)?
 
4.  How does Jesus use Isaiah 6:9-10 in Matthew 13:10-17)?

5.  Fill-in the blanks from Isaiah 21:9: “And ______, here comes a _________ of men with a pair of ___________!" Then he answered and said, ‘_________ is _______, is ________! And all the ______ ________ of her ________ He has _______ to the ground”  (NKJV).

6.  What were the names of the kings of Syria and Israel (Ephraim) who came against Judah (7:1)? Syria __________________________ Israel

7.  How did Rabshakeh try to discourage the people (36:10-20)?


8.  How did Sennacherib die (37:38)?


9.  What had Hezekiah done which led Isaiah to reveal what Babylon would do (39:1-6)?

10.  How does 2 Chronicles 36:22-23 show the fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy about Cyrus in Isaiah 44:28?


Key Passage: “…Holy, holy holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of His glory” (Isaiah 6:3).
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